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 Incidents of Ransomware on the Rise 

 Ransomware Facts and Tips 

 Ransomware Picks Off Broader Targets  

 Ransomware in Government  

Ransomware is malicious software used by 

cybercriminals to deny access to data or systems. The 

criminal holds the data/system hostage until a ransom 

is paid. Data can be deleted or systems locked down so 

owners cannot use their device or retrieve information. 

Even if the ransom is paid, there is no guarantee that 

access will be returned to the victim. 

In a ransomware attack, the victim — upon seeing an 

email addressed to them — will open it and may click 

on an attachment that appears legitimate, like an 

invoice or an electronic fax. The attachment actually 

contains the malicious ransomware code. Or, the email 

may contain a legitimate-looking URL, but when the 

user clicks on it, they are directed to a website that 

infects their computer with malicious software.  

Ransomware first appeared in 2005 and is the most 

widely spread threat to organizations. 
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Delaware DigiKnow on Cyber Security Scams 
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Breaking News! 
Hacker holds Netflix ransom...   
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